
 

 

PLANTING QUESTIONS IN POLICY MAKERS' MINDS 

The University of Exeter has been working with Princetown Press to create distinctive and 
meaningful booklets for policy-makers to offer ways of thinking about ethics within Treescapes 
and landscape decision-making, drawing on MEMBRA’s Humanities research.   

Dr Katharine Earnshaw, Associate Professor in Classics and Ancient History at the University of 
Exeter, and Emma Hogbin, from Princetown Press, worked together on this unique way of 
expressing research. Princetown Press  is in the heart of Dartmoor: an authentic old-fashioned 
letterpress printing workshop, where Emma has  put Katharine’s words to paper in a limited-
edition print-run, all hand-numbered. 

Printed on British-made, recycled paper, using wild ink from native UK trees, these booklets are 
all unique and evolving: the tree-based ink inserts will transform over time due to their very 
nature  - as hopefully will the policymakers’ perspective when discovering this modest piece of 
art. 

 

To illustrate the opening questions, they have chosen to use Willow, as it is often an early 
successional plant. It shows up first in the pollen record for Dartmoor. 

Oak was matched for its longevity to the heading TIME.  

Hawthorn illustrates the ETHICS section, selected for its appearance in lore.  

And finally, they selected Ash to match the FORM heading as it is a popular wood with wood 
turners. 

 

Together these meanings connect to the material ink and enhance the words.  

If you work in policy connected to trees and landscape and would like a copy, please contact 
Katharine Earnshaw (k.m.earnshaw@exeter.ac.uk). 

https://experts.exeter.ac.uk/25253-katharine-earnshaw
https://www.princetownpress.co.uk/collections/dartmoor-foraged-ink
mailto:k.m.earnshaw@exeter.ac.uk


 

 

 

A robin in the printing workshop 

 

Following a phase of design and experiments, the first printings have come out of the press. 



 

 

 

For the cover, Emma Hogbin has been using a 1910 treadle press made in Halifax, England. 

 



 

 

 

They also created a bookmark to accompany the pamphlet and to acknowledge a typographical 
error in a Cicero quote under the FORM section. 

As Cicero himself might say: Cuiusvis hominis est errare; nullius nisi insipientis perseverare in 
errore / Anyone can make a mistake, but only a fool persists in error. — Cicero, Philippic XII.5 

We hope these seeds of thought will take root and blossom into mindful, impactful actions for 
trees and the future of treescapes. 

 

 

The pamphlet cover featuring dark Oak ink 



 

 

 


